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Sample

• 2479 non-Canadian respondents

• One-third already studying overseas

• First degree (1074), FT MBA (134), 

PT/Executive MBA (197), Other Business 

Masters (542), Research Degree (53), Alumni 

(479)

• Largest responses by nationality were from 

Australia, China, France, Germany, India, 

Indonesia, Italy, Malaysia, Netherlands, New 

Zealand, UK
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Google
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Social networks
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Would you and where would you go?

• Strong interest in studying 

internationally, even among first degree 

students

• US and UK have strongest reputations, 

followed by Australia and Canada

• Most likely destinations are US, UK and 

Australia, followed by Canada, France 

and Switzerland



If you were to consider further study, would you consider studying 

outside your home country?
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MBA full-time

MBA part-time/Executive

Other Business Masters (MA/MSc)

Research degrees (MPhil/PhD)

Alumnus 

Yes No Maybe



If you were to consider further study, would you consider studying 

outside your home country?
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Country reputation - Canada
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Where would you consider?
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Where would you consider? - Canada
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Issues to consider when studying internationally

• Language, welcome for international 

students and political and economic 

stability

• For some it is also the ability to stay and 

work after completing studies

• It is not strong communities from the 

home country nor transport links to 

home



Importance of different factors when considering study abroad

First degree students
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Welcoming environment fro international

students

Ease of visa application process

Language spoken in the destination country

Ability to work while studying in the

destination country

Ability to stay on in the destination country

and work after completing your studies

Good transport links with my home

country

Strong communities from my home

country in the destination country

Stable political and economic environment

in the destination country

Not important Little importance Some importance Important Very important



Importance of different factors when considering study abroad

Full-time MBA students
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Importance of different factors when considering study abroad

Other Business Masters students
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Importance of different factors when considering study abroad

Research degree students
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Importance of different factors when considering study abroad

Alumni
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Why study internationally?

• International and cultural experience on 

my CV

• For some the availability of 

scholarships, studying a particular 

course or studying at a particular 

institution are important

• Not because it is cheaper



Reasons to consider studying business outside your home 

country

First degree students
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To study a particular course

To study at a particular business school

To experience a different culture

To add international experience to my cv

Because the cost of studying was cheaper in

another country

The reputation of the business community

in the destination country

Because there are scholarships available

To study in a particular language

Because qualifications from outside my

home country are perceived by employers

as more useful than those at home

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree



Reasons to consider studying business outside your home 

country

Full-time MBA students
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Reasons to consider studying business outside your home 

country

Other Business Masters students
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Reasons to consider studying business outside your home 

country

Research degree students
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To study a particular course

To study at a particular business school

To experience a different culture

To add international experience to my cv

Because the cost of studying was cheaper in
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in the destination country
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Because qualifications from outside my

home country are perceived by employers

as more useful than those at home

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree



Reasons to consider studying business outside your home 

country

Alumni
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To study a particular course

To study at a particular business school

To experience a different culture

To add international experience to my cv

Because the cost of studying was cheaper in
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Because qualifications from outside my

home country are perceived by employers

as more useful than those at home

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree



How international students see Canada?

• Many have no idea

• First degree students - friendly and 
welcoming to all nationalities and offers a 
sense of adventure and exploration

• MBAs - friendly and welcoming to all 
nationalities

• Other Business Masters - friendly and 
welcoming to all nationalities and a diverse 
culture

• Research students - friendly and welcoming 
to all nationalities and a diverse culture

• Alumni - - friendly and welcoming to all 
nationalities and a diverse culture



Perceptions of Canada as a destination for business 

education
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Is a leader in business education

Has a range of high quality business schools

Is friendly and welcoming to all nationalities

Has a diverse culture

Has a strong business sector

Has an international outlook

Offers opportunities for international graduates

to stay on and work in Canada

Provides good value for money business

education

Is an inexpensive place to live

Has qualifications that are well recognised

internationally by employers

Offers a sense of adventure and exploration

Has a reputation as a major economic power

Is increasingly recognised for its approach to

sustainability

Has a growing reputation for the quality of

business education that it offers

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know

First degree students



Perceptions of Canada as a destination for business 

education

Full-time MBA students
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Is a leader in business education

Has a range of high quality business schools

Is friendly and welcoming to all nationalities

Has a diverse culture

Has a strong business sector

Has an international outlook

Offers opportunities for international graduates

to stay on and work in Canada

Provides good value for money business

education

Is an inexpensive place to live

Has qualifications that are well recognised

internationally by employers

Offers a sense of adventure and exploration

Has a reputation as a major economic power

Is increasingly recognised for its approach to

sustainability

Has a growing reputation for the quality of

business education that it offers

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know



Perceptions of Canada as a destination for business 

education

Other Business Masters students
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Is a leader in business education

Has a range of high quality business schools

Is friendly and welcoming to all nationalities

Has a diverse culture

Has a strong business sector

Has an international outlook

Offers opportunities for international graduates

to stay on and work in Canada

Provides good value for money business

education

Is an inexpensive place to live

Has qualifications that are well recognised

internationally by employers

Offers a sense of adventure and exploration

Has a reputation as a major economic power

Is increasingly recognised for its approach to

sustainability

Has a growing reputation for the quality of

business education that it offers

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know



Perceptions of Canada as a destination for business 

education

Research degree students
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Is a leader in business education

Has a range of high quality business schools

Is friendly and welcoming to all nationalities

Has a diverse culture

Has a strong business sector

Has an international outlook

Offers opportunities for international graduates

to stay on and work in Canada

Provides good value for money business

education

Is an inexpensive place to live

Has qualifications that are well recognised

internationally by employers

Offers a sense of adventure and exploration

Has a reputation as a major economic power

Is increasingly recognised for its approach to

sustainability

Has a growing reputation for the quality of

business education that it offers

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know



Perceptions of Canada as a destination for business 

education

Alumni
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Is a leader in business education

Has a range of high quality business schools

Is friendly and welcoming to all nationalities

Has a diverse culture

Has a strong business sector

Has an international outlook

Offers opportunities for international graduates

to stay on and work in Canada

Provides good value for money business

education

Is an inexpensive place to live

Has qualifications that are well recognised

internationally by employers

Offers a sense of adventure and exploration

Has a reputation as a major economic power

Is increasingly recognised for its approach to

sustainability

Has a growing reputation for the quality of

business education that it offers

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know



Where does the reputation lie?

• Most have no clear idea

• It might be based on the performance of 

a few business schools in rankings or 

on academic strengths



Business education in Canada has a strong reputation largely based 

on …

First degree students
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History

Performance of a few business schools in

rankings

Excellence of research in its business

schools

Career success of alumni

Enhancing career prospects of business

school graduates

Links with business and industry

Academic strength

High quality teaching staff

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know



Business education in Canada has a strong reputation largely based 

on …

Full-time MBA students
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History

Performance of a few business schools in

rankings

Excellence of research in its business

schools

Career success of alumni

Enhancing career prospects of business

school graduates

Links with business and industry

Academic strength

High quality teaching staff

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know



Business education in Canada has a strong reputation largely based 

on …

Other Business Masters students
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Excellence of research in its business

schools

Career success of alumni

Enhancing career prospects of business

school graduates
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High quality teaching staff

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know



Business education in Canada has a strong reputation largely based 

on …

Research degree students

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

History

Performance of a few business schools in

rankings

Excellence of research in its business

schools

Career success of alumni

Enhancing career prospects of business

school graduates

Links with business and industry

Academic strength

High quality teaching staff

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know



Business education in Canada has a strong reputation largely based 

on …

Alumni
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History

Performance of a few business schools in

rankings

Excellence of research in its business

schools

Career success of alumni

Enhancing career prospects of business

school graduates

Links with business and industry

Academic strength

High quality teaching staff

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree Don't know



So what should Canada do to become a destination of 

choice for business education?

• Career

• Brand

• Awareness

• Web

• Not cost



Canada could improve its reputation for business education by …

First degree students
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Developing a clear brand identity for

Canadian business education

Providing more information to potential

international students about business

education in Canada

Launching a website with details of all

business education in Canada

Increasing awareness of career

opportunities in Canada for international

students

Making it easier for international students to

get a visa to study in Canada

Reducing the costs of study for

international students in Canada

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree



Canada could improve its reputation for business education by …

Full-time MBA students
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Developing a clear brand identity for

Canadian business education

Providing more information to potential

international students about business

education in Canada

Launching a website with details of all

business education in Canada

Increasing awareness of career

opportunities in Canada for international

students

Making it easier for international students to

get a visa to study in Canada

Reducing the costs of study for

international students in Canada

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree



Canada could improve its reputation for business education by …

Other Business Masters students
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Developing a clear brand identity for

Canadian business education

Providing more information to potential

international students about business

education in Canada

Launching a website with details of all

business education in Canada

Increasing awareness of career

opportunities in Canada for international

students

Making it easier for international students to

get a visa to study in Canada

Reducing the costs of study for

international students in Canada

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree



Canada could improve its reputation for business education by …

Research degree students
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Developing a clear brand identity for

Canadian business education

Providing more information to potential

international students about business

education in Canada

Launching a website with details of all

business education in Canada

Increasing awareness of career

opportunities in Canada for international

students

Making it easier for international students to

get a visa to study in Canada

Reducing the costs of study for

international students in Canada

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree



Canada could improve its reputation for business education by …

Alumni
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Developing a clear brand identity for

Canadian business education

Providing more information to potential

international students about business

education in Canada

Launching a website with details of all

business education in Canada

Increasing awareness of career

opportunities in Canada for international

students

Making it easier for international students to

get a visa to study in Canada

Reducing the costs of study for

international students in Canada

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree



Conclusions

• Many students have a positive view of 
Canada, but there is little substance to that 
view

• Clarity around the offer is required if there is 
going to be a significant step forward

• Current collective efforts are doing little to 
raise awareness of the offer or to attract 
interest

• Doing nothing is not an option, but is there a 
collective will to do something as business 
schools?


